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1.1.7 The findings of the review are set out in detail in Section 4 of the 
report and the conclusions in Section 5. The key findings were as 
follows: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2.3.2 The evidence sessions were as follows: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

19 October 2004 - Officers from Planning and Economic 
Development explained the background to the Local 
Centres Strategy and Programme, gave examples of 
recent experience in implementing the programme, and 
highlighted current issues; 

23 November 2004 - Mr Pal Singh (Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce), Dr Surendra Sahota (Dudley 
Road Traders Association and Chair of Institute of Asian 
Businesses) and Mr Faisal Kapasi (Lozells Road Traders 
Association and the North West Federation of Traders 
Associations) provided a local traders’ and business 
perspective, with particular reference to centres in North 
West Birmingham; 

14 December 2004 - Mr Robert Barnes (CB Richard Ellis) 
provided evidence on the market trends affecting local 
centres; 

18 January 2005 - Mr Chris Haynes (Transportation) 
provided evidence in relation to accessibility issues, and 
in particular the Council’s approach towards car parking 
in centres. Mr Rob Hetherington (Head of Regeneration 
Policy, Advantage West Midlands) explained the role of 
AWM in promoting the regeneration of centres. 

2.3.3 On 20 January 2005, the Committee undertook a site visit to Erdington 
Centre. In addition to visiting the centre itself, this provided Members 
of the Committee with the opportunity to hear the views of a range of 
people involved in work to regenerate that centre, including: 

Councillor Jilly Bermingham - Chair of the Ward Advisory 
Committee; 

Mr Nigel wu
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3 Background 

3.1 What Are Local Centres, and Why Are They 
Important? 

3.1.1 There is no universal definition of a local centre. However, a local 
centre is usually accepted as comprising at a minimum a small group 
of shops and service uses, including what might be considered 
‘essential’ local facilit









 
Report to the City Council 

05 April 2005 



 

Local Centres 
 

Report to the City Council 
05 April 2005 

4 Findings 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 
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4.2 Market Trends: The Context 

4.2.1 The activities which take place within local centres and in particular 
the retail sector are subject to national market trends, which 
intervention to support centres has little ability to influence. The key 
national trends are: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Stronger sale
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4.3.4 In some cases, even where off-street car parking exists, it is not 
subject to any co-ordinated management. In Erdington, there are a 
number of adjoining off-street parking areas, which are owned and 
managed separately, when a more co-ordinated approach could bring 
benefits to the centre as a whole. This is an issue which is now being 
addressed through the Town Centre Manager and the Town Centre 
Partnership. The Erdington example points to a more general 
potential for private parking areas to be used more effectively, and 
for traders to be encouraged to provide parking where possible. 

4.3.5 Surveys confirm that traders’ concerns over the adequacy of car 
parking are soundly based. The most recent city-wide surveys 
indicate that over 50% of convenience shopping trips in Birmingham 
are made by car, and the survey undertaken for this review indicated 
that about a third of trips to Acocks Green and Kingstanding were by 
car. About 50% (250) of respondents to this latter survey thought 
that car parking provision was ‘poor’ or ‘very poor’ and 44% (25) of 
those responding to the A0l C0034 619.519290.0007  54815839 500.41798 Tmsio C0034 619.519290.0007 4672 4043 500.41798 TmdC0034 619.519290.0007 6.9892506 500.41798 Tmnde C0034 619.519290.0007 589317043 500.41798 Tmf C0034 619.519290.00079295.18208 500.41798 Tmnd mowert car pardi

ng thi c
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4.5 Anti-Social Behaviour 

4.5.1 Associated with the issue of personal security is the need to control 
anti-social activities such as alcohol abuse and prostis 10.02 0 0 10.0h00.0790.022.17999 0 0 0.78 502.31ais cl Cent.our 

425.1        

scecuri

 s  0 2  3 0 2 0  3 2 7 9 5 1 7 2 7  T  a n 
 (  ) T j 
 2 T j 
 / T T 4  1  D o 4 9  4 4 8 4 1 0 0 2 0  3 2 7 9 5 1 7 2 7  T d 3 1 a i h o l s

c o m c u r i  
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4.8 Resources 

4.8.1 The Committee heard that most local centre regeneration projects 
are financed from a package of funding from a variety of different 
sources. The key funding sources that are currently utilised are as 
follows: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The City Council’s own capital programme; 

Single Regeneration Budget Programmes (SRB); 

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF); 

The Neighbourhood Renewal Fund (NRF); 

Section 106 (S106) monies, secured through planning 
applications. 

 In addition there are some cases where major highway expenditure 
will pave the way for local centre improvements. A good example is 
Northfield,0.112 Tw 10.02 0 0 10.02c 0.00169 Tw i0 0 10.02 515.51877 504.25755 Tm
(is )TTj
.2 260.88359 504f963.25755 Tm
(is )T61 534.49782 Tm
( )Tj
Eo222e w. 
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4.8.5 It 
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4.9.5 One thread which appears to link some of these issues is the 
formation of District Committees and District Partnerships through 
the locali1s39 174.06/Im16877.02 180.4217ion
(e locali1s39 174.0644.0e
465  2n7 180.421 of these issues is )Tj
10.02 0 0 10.02s. 180.421 of these iss
q
86.00e locali13tre01762 0 0 10.02 1400.02 10.025 0 10.021015.94032 704.36029 Tm
5813.253 0 0 10.02 1ct507.16846 704.36029 Tm378
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4.10.3 The report concluded that it would now be appropriate to review the 
priorities of the programme in the light of experience and changed 
funding opportunities. This should aim to ensure that the revised 
programme takes forward the vibrant urban villages element of the 
Council 2005+. 

4.10.4 The Committee heard a significant amount of evidence on the 
effectiveness of local centre schemes, all of which was positi
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 Recommendation Responsibility Completion Date 

R9 Local elected members should always 
be involved in decisions on how local 
centres regeneration funds are to be 
spent. Local Members should also be 
represented on any Boards established 
to oversee local centre regeneration 
initiatives. The Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration should be requested to 
report back on the extent to which this 
is the case, and on the actions being 
taken to address any deficiencies.  

Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration 

October 2005 

R10 The priorities established in the Local 
Centres Regeneration Programme 
should be reviewed in the light of the 
conclusions of this Review, and 
experience of operating the Programme. 
District Committees should be involved 
in this process. 

Cabinet Member for 
Regeneration 

March 2006 

R11 Local Centres regeneration should 
continue to be a priority for funding 
from the Council’s Capital Programme. 
The Council’s resources should continue 
to be used as a basis for securing 
resources from other regeneration 
programmes, and efforts should be 
made to secure to increased 
contributions from the private sector. 
Levels of deprivation should be explicitly 
taken into account in prioritising Council 
expenditure on local centres, and this 
should be reflected in the revised Local 
Centres Regeneration Programme. 

Cabinet Member for  
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Appendix 1 Scrutiny 
Questionnaire 
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