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411

DEAF AND HEARING LOSS COMMUNITY PROFILE
CLOSING THE GAPS AGEING AND DYING WELLGREEN AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

MITIGATING THE IMPACT OF COVID

In 2016 sense order diseases were ranked in the top five 
contributory factors to overall Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs).

YEARS LIVED WITH DISABILITY

d/Deaf people reported that the pandemic had a major 
impact on their mental health

MAJOR ELEMENTS INVOLVED IN d/DEAF 
INTERACTIONS WITH THE 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

NEARLY ONE THIRD OF DEAF PARTICIPANTS
HAD ELEVATED LEVELS OF CHOLESTEROL

MENTAL HEALTH

3x

received adult social care packages form 
Birmingham City Council

CHALLENGES

80% WOULD LIKE TO

PEOPLE AGED 
18+ WITH A 
HEARING 
IMPAIRMENT

Some types of head and neck cancer 
(nasopharyngeal) can cause hearing 
loss. Radiotherapy or chemotherapy (the drug 
cisplatin) may cause tinnitus. This is often 
temporary but can sometimes be permanent

The reported rates of chronic respiratory 
conditions among deaf participants is 

The risk of developing dementia 
increases with hearing loss. The risk 
in those with hearing loss is said to be

Older people with dual 
sensory loss are

COPD

SICKNESS INTERPRETER
SOCIAL

ISOLATION

30%
of Deaf people 
communicate with 
a doctor in BSL

CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

CANCER

32%

41%

50%
DEAF
POPULATION

GENERAL
POPULATION

more likely to have 
falls compared 
to people with 

sight loss

of deaf woman had high 
cholesterol, versus 


